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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Quinlan Independent School District is to ensure that all children have 

access to a quality education that enables them to achieve their potential and fully 

participate now and in the future in the social, economic, and educational opportunities of 

our state and nation. 

ACADEMIC COUNSELING 

Students and their parents are encouraged to talk with a school counselor, teacher, or 

principal to learn more about course offerings, graduation requirements, and early 

graduation procedures. Each spring, students in grades 8 through 11 will be provided 

information on anticipated course offerings for the next school year and other information 

that will help them make the most of academic and vocational opportunities.  To plan for 

the future, each student should work closely with the counselor in order to enroll in the 

high school courses that best prepare him or her for attendance at a college, university, or 

training school, or for pursuit of some other type of advanced education. The counselor 

can also provide information about entrance exams and application deadlines, as well as 

information about automatic admission to state colleges and universities, financial aid, 

housing, and scholarships. 
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Quinlan Ford High School 

10064 Business Hwy 34 South 

Quinlan, TX 75474 

(903) 356-1600 
 

 
Spring 2010 

 
Dear Parents and Students, 

 

The purpose of the academic planning guide is to present a brief description of the 

courses offered at Quinlan Ford High School, including important information about 

academic policy, graduation requirements and college preparation. The academic 

planning guide has been designed to assist students and parents in planning a studentôs 

high school course of study from freshman to graduation and post-secondary study.  

 

Parents are strongly encouraged to review course selections with students. The best 

academic guidance students receive is from their parents, and the decisions are too 

critical for students to make alone. It is extremely important that students make the best 

choices early, as the courses are offered in a specified sequence and one builds upon 

another. Transitioning from one sequence of courses to another midstream can be 

challenging and may create scheduling conflicts. 

 

I am excited about the new and varied course offerings being introduced in the         

2010-2011 year.  The new courses in dual credit and career tech are promised to enrich 

studentsô growth and provide the rigor and relevance important for academic 

achievement.  Please join me in working together toward making FHS a school of 

excellence. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kell Clopton 

Principal 
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GRADUATION PLANS  

Students Entering 9
TH

 Grade: 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10 

Subject Area Minimum Program Recommended Program Distinguished 
Achievement Program 

English 4 credits 

English I, II, III, IV 

4 credits 

English I, II, III, IV 

4 credits 

English I, II, III, IV 

Math 3 credits MUST 

INCLUDE Algebra I, 

Geometry,  3rd Math  

4 credits MUST 

INCLUDE Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II, 

and a 4th year of Math  

Math Models before 

Algebra II  

4 credits MUST 

INCLUDE Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II, 

and a 4th year of 

Advanced Math 

Science 2 credits: MUST 

INCLUDE Biology, 

Integrated Physics & 

Chemistry (IPC) 

4 credits: MUST 

INCLUDE Biology, 

Chemistry, and Physics 

(completed by end of 

11th grade) or IPC, 

Biology and Chemistry 

(completed by end of 

11th grade) or IPC, 

Biology and Physics 

(completed by end of 

11th grade) and a 4th 

year of Science IPC 

cannot be taken as the 

final or fourth year of 

science, but must be taken 

before the senior year of 

high school. 

4 credits: MUST 

INCLUDE Biology, 

Chemistry, and Physics 

(completed by end of 

11th grade) and a 4th 

year Advanced Science 

NOT ï IPC  

NOT - Principles of 

Technology 

Social 

Studies 

3 credits 

World Geography or 

World History, US 

History, Government / 

Economics 

4 credits 

World Geography, World 

History, US History, 

Government / Economics 

4 credits 

World Geography, World 

History, US History, 

Government / Economics 

Fine Arts   1.0 credit 

Art, Dance, Music or 

Theatre  

1.0 credit 

Art, Dance, Music or 

Theatre  

Speech 0.5 credit  

Communication 

Application 

0.5 credit  

Communication 

Application 

0.5 credit  

Communication 

Application 
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Health .5 credit (Optional) .5 credit (Optional) .5 credit (Optional) 

Technology 1.0 credit  1.0 credit 

 

1.0 credit 

 

Foreign 

Language 

 2.0 credits 

Foreign language must be 

2 credits of the same 

language 

3.0 credits 

Foreign language must be 

3 credits of the same 

language 

Physical 

Education 

1 credit  

Substitutions Allowed 

 

1 credit  

Substitutions Allowed 

 

1 credit  

Substitutions Allowed 

 

Academic 

Electives 

1.0 credit MUST 

INCLUDE  

World Geography, World 

History or an approved 

Science 

  

Elective 

Courses 

6 credits 4 credits 3 credits 

Total 22 CREDITS  

ADMINISTRATORôS 

SIGNATURE IS 

REQUIRED 

26 CREDITS 26 CREDITS  

(MUST INCLUDE  

4 ADVANCED 

MEASURES) 
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Students Entering 9
th
 Grade: 2010-11 

Subject Area Minimum Program Recommended Program Distinguished 
Achievement Program 

English 4 credits 

English I, II, III, IV 

4 credits 

English I, II, III, IV 

4 credits 

English I, II, III, IV 

Math 3 credits MUST 

INCLUDE Algebra I, 

Geometry,  3rd Math 

Math Models before 

Algebra II  

4 credits MUST 

INCLUDE Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II, 

and a 4th year of Math  

Math Models before 

Algebra II  

4 credits MUST 

INCLUDE Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II, 

and a 4th year of 

Advanced Math 

Science 2 credits: MUST 

INCLUDE Biology, 

Integrated Physics & 

Chemistry (IPC) 

4 credits: MUST 

INCLUDE Biology, 

Chemistry, and Physics 

(completed by end of 

11th grade) or IPC, 

Biology and Chemistry 

(completed by end of 

11th grade) or IPC, 

Biology and Physics 

(completed by end of 

11th grade) and a 4th 

year of Science IPC 

cannot be taken as the 

final or fourth year of 

science, but must be 

taken before the senior 

year of high school. 

4 credits: MUST 

INCLUDE Biology, 

Chemistry, and Physics 

(completed by end of 

11th grade) and a 4th 

year Advanced Science 

NOT ï IPC  

NOT - Principles of 

Technology 

Social 

Studies 

3 credits 

World Geography or 

World History, US 

History, Government / 

Economics 

4 credits 

World Geography, World 

History, US History, 

Government / Economics 

4 credits 

World Geography, World 

History, US History, 

Government / Economics 

Fine Arts 1.0 credit 

Art, Dance, Music or 

Theatre  

1.0 credit 

Art, Dance, Music or 

Theatre  

1.0 credit 

Art, Dance, Music or 

Theatre  

Speech 0.5 credit  

Professional 

Communications (CTE) 

0.5 credit  

Professional 

Communications (CTE) 

0.5 credit  

Professional 

Communications (CTE) 

Health    
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Foreign 

Language 

 2.0 credits 

Foreign language must be 

2 credits of the same 

language 

3.0 credits 

Foreign language must be 

3 credits of the same 

language 

Physical 

Education 

1.0 credits 

Credit may be earned 

from any combination of 

the following one-half to 

one credit courses: 

Å Aerobic Activities 

Å Team or Individual 

Sports 

In accordance with local 

district policy, credit for 

any of the courses listed 

above may be earned 

through participation in 

the following activities: 

Å Athletics (up to 4 

credits) 

Å JROTC (up to 4 credits) 

Å Approved 

private/commercial 

programs (up to 4 credits) 

Å Drill Team (up to 1 

credit) 

Å Marching Band (up to 1 

credit) 

Å Cheerleading (up to 1 

credit) 

 

1.0 credits 

Credit may be earned 

from any combination of 

the following one-half to 

one credit courses: 

Å Aerobic Activities 

Å Team or Individual 

Sports 

In accordance with local 

district policy, credit for 

any of the courses listed 

above may be earned 

through participation in 

the following activities: 

Å Athletics (up to 4 

credits) 

Å JROTC (up to 4 credits) 

Å Approved 

private/commercial 

programs (up to 4 credits) 

Å Drill Team (up to 1 

credit) 

Å Marching Band (up to 1 

credit) 

Å Cheerleading (up to 1 

credit) 

 

1.0 credits 

Credit may be earned 

from any combination of 

the following one-half to 

one credit courses: 

Å Aerobic Activities 

Å Team or Individual 

Sports 

In accordance with local 

district policy, credit for 

any of the courses listed 

above may be earned 

through participation in 

the following activities: 

Å Athletics (up to 4 

credits) 

Å JROTC (up to 4 credits) 

Å Approved 

private/commercial 

programs (up to 4 credits) 

Å Drill Team (up to 1 

credit) 

Å Marching Band (up to 1 

credit) 

Å Cheerleading (up to 1 

credit) 

 

Academic 

Electives 

1.0 credit 

MUST INCLUDE 

World Geography, World 

History or an approved  

Science 

  

Elective 

Courses 

6.5 credits 5.5 credits 4.5 credits 

Total 22 CREDITS  

ADMINISTRATORôS 

SIGNATURE IS 

REQUIRED 

26 CREDITS 26 CREDITS  

(MUST INCLUDE 4  

ADVANCED 

MEASURES) 
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GRADUATION 

Graduates of each high school in the state of Texas are awarded the same type of diploma. The 

academic achievement record, or transcript, rather than the diploma, records individual 

accomplishments, achievements, courses completed, and displays appropriate graduation seals. 

Under state and local graduation requirements, students choose between two options: The 

Recommended High School Program (RHSP) and the Distinguished Achievement Plan (DAP). 

Each of these options has different requirements for graduation. 

Recommended High School Program (RHSP) 

The RHSP is the state of Texas provided course of study that encourages students to take a 

challenging sequence of courses in high school. It provides an education that prepares students to 

enter a technical school, a community college, a university, or the work force.  

Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP) 

Students may choose to participate in the Distinguished Achievement Plan (DAP). In addition to 

completing the RHSP and an additional year of the same world language, students seeking a DAP 

must earn any combination of four Advanced Measures. The student may choose from the 

following Advanced Measures. 

 

(1) Complete an original research project that is judged by a panel of professionals; 

(2) Earn a score of three or above on the College Board Advanced Placement examinations; 

(3) Earn a score on the Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test (PSAT) the junior year that 

qualifies the student for recognition as a commended scholar or higher by the National Merit 

Scholarship Corporation;  

(4) Take college academic courses, advanced technical credit courses, and dual credit courses, 

including Tech Prep articulated sequence of courses with a grade of 3.0 or higher. 

Minimum Program 

Permission to enroll in the Minimum Graduation Program will be granted only if a 

written agreement is reached among the student, the studentôs parent or person standing 

in parental relation, and the counselor or appropriate administrator. In order for a student 

to take courses under the Minimum Program, the student must be at least 16 years of age; 

have completed at least two credits each in English language arts, math, science, and 

social studies courses that are required for graduation; or have failed grade 9 one or more 

times. [See policy EIF(LEGAL).] 

Graduation Credits Required 

 

Minimum Program 22 credits 

Recommended Program  26 credits 

Distinguished Achievement Program  26 credits & 4 Advanced Measures 
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TAKS Exit Level Tests 

During the spring semester of each school year, the exit level of the TAKS test is given to 

all eleventh grade students. The tests are also administered in the fall, spring and summer 

to any twelfth grade students who have not passed the minimum requirements of any one 

section. Texas Education Code 39.025 (a) has mandated that students must pass each 

section of the TAKS tests by the end of the twelfth grade year in order to receive a 

diploma.  Students who have been denied diplomas who later achieve a satisfactory score 

on all parts of the test will be issued a diploma at that time. Remediation is offered to 

students who fail any portion of the test. 

GRADE CLASSIFICATION  

After the ninth grade, students are classified according to the number of credits earned 

toward graduation.  

 

Grade Placement Credits Earned 

Grade 10 (Sophomore)  6 

Grade 11 (Junior)  12 

Grade 12 (Senior) 18 
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE CALCULATION 

Class Ranking and Grade Point Averages  

Class ranking shall be determined by accumulated grade points assigned to semester 

averages of eligible courses, divided by the number of eligible courses for which final 

grades were given in grades 9-12 and any eligible high school course taken in eighth 

grade for which a student earned state graduation credit. Class rank will be calculated at 

the end of the fifth six-week grading period. Students completing the Distinguished 

Achievement Program or the Recommended Program shall be ranked above students 

completing the Minimum Program and then by grade point average (GPA). 

Tiers 

For purposes of class rank, eligible courses designated as advanced placement, pre-

advanced placement, and college level shall be weighted as Tier I courses.  These courses 

are considered to be college preparatory courses and have a higher degree of difficulty by 

the nature of the course itself.  Courses that have been modified by the studentôs ARD 

committee as to the required content of the TEKS and reflected in the studentôs IEP are 

Tier 3.  All other eligible courses shall be weighted as Tier 2. 

 Exclusions 

Grades in course work completed in summer school, night school, correspondence 

courses, credit by exam, (with or without prior instruction), local credit, dyslexia courses, 

credit recovery, P.E. or equivalent,  credits for which only a pass/fail grade was given and 

credit awarded in a non-accredited instructional setting shall be excluded from class rank 

calculations. Grades transferred from other schools shall be credited in conformity with 

the course descriptions approved for the established grading system. 

ATTENDANCE FOR CREDIT 

To receive credit in a class, a student must attend at least 90 percent of the days the class 

is offered. A student who attends at least 75 percent but fewer than 90 percent of the days 

the class is offered may receive credit for the class if he or she completes a plan, 

approved by the principal that allows the student to fulfill the instructional requirements 

for the class. If a student is involved in a criminal or juvenile court proceeding, the 

approval of the judge presiding over the case will also be required before the student 

receives credit for the class. 

 

If a student attends less than 75 percent of the days a class is offered or has not completed 

a plan approved by the principal, then the student will be referred to the attendance 

review committee to determine whether there are extenuating circumstances. 
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CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 

The district permits high school students to take correspondence coursesðby mail or via 

the Internetðfor credit toward high school graduation. [For further information, see 

policies at EEJC.]  

CREDIT BY EXAM 

If a Student Has Taken the Course 

A student who has previously taken a course or subjectðbut did not receive credit for 

itðmay, in circumstances determined by the teacher, counselor, principal, or attendance 

committee, be permitted to earn credit by passing an exam on the essential knowledge 

and skills defined for that course or subject. Prior instruction may include, for example, 

incomplete coursework due to a failed course or excessive absences, homeschooling, 

correspondence courses, or independent study supervised by a teacher.  The counselor or 

principal would determine if the student could take an exam for this purpose. If approval 

is granted, the student must score at least 70 on the exam to receive credit for the course 

or subject.  The attendance review committee may also offer a student with excessive 

absences an opportunity to earn credit for a course by passing an exam.  A student may 

not use this exam, however, to regain eligibility to participate in extracurricular activities.  

[For further information, see the counselor and policies EEJA.]  

If a Student Has Not Taken the Course  

A student will be permitted to take an exam to earn credit for an academic course for 

which the student has had no prior instruction. The dates on which exams are scheduled 

during the 2010ï2011 school year include:  

 

August 27, 2010  

October 15, 2010  

December 16, 2010  

February 11, 2011  

April 15, 2011  

May 20, 2011 

 

A student will earn credit with a passing score of at least 90 on the exam.  If a student 

plans to take an exam, the student (or parent) must register with the principal no later 

than 30 days prior to the scheduled testing date. The district will not honor a request by a 

parent to administer a test on a date other than the published dates. If the district agrees to 

administer a test other than the one chosen by the district, the parent must purchase a test 

from a university approved by the State Board of Education. [For further information, see 

EEJB(LOCAL).] 
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DISTANCE LEARNING 

Credit toward state graduation requirements may be granted for distance learning courses 

only as follows:  

 

Students may earn course credit through distance learning technologies, such as satellite, 

Internet, two-way videoconferencing, instructional television and the Texas Virtual 

School Network.  The distance learning courses must include the state-required essential 

knowledge and skills for such a course.  

DUAL (COLLEGE) CREDIT COURSES 

Students at Ford High School may earn college credit and high school credit 

simultaneously through dual enrollment. These courses include the following:  

 

Early College Pathway 

Grade High School Course Credit (s) 
Course 

Number 
College Course Credit (s) 

11 
Independent Study in 

Mathematics (1
st
 Sem) 

.5 MATH 1314 College Algebra 3 

11 
Independent Study in 

Mathematics (2
nd

 Sem)  
.5 MATH 1316 Trigonometry 3 

11 US History (1
st
 Sem) .5 HIST 1301 US History to 1877 3 

11 US History (2
nd

 Sem) .5 HIST 1302 
US History 1877 to 

Present 
3 

12 English IV (1
st
 Sem) .5 ENGL 1301 Comp. & Rhet. I 3 

12 English IV (2
nd

 Sem) .5 ENGL 1302 Comp. & Rhet. II 3 

12 US Government .5 GOVT 2305 US Government 3 

12 Economics .5 ECON 2301  Principles of Economics 3 

Pre-Medical Pathway 

11 Sociology .5 SOCI 1301 Introduction to Sociology  3 

11 Psychology .5 PHYC 2301 General Psychology 3 

11 
Anatomy and Physiology    

(1
st
 Sem) 

.5 BIOL 2401 
Human Anatomy & 

Physiology 
4 

11 
Anatomy and Physiology  

(2
nd

 Sem) 
.5 BIOL 2402 

Human Anatomy & 

Physiology 
4 

12 Health Science (1
st
 Sem) .5 BIOL 1322 Nutrition 3 

12 Health Science (2
nd

 Sem) .5 HPRS 2300 
Pharmacology for Health 

Professionals 
3 

12 English IV (1
st
 Sem) .5 ENGL 1301 Comp. & Rhet. I 3 

12 English IV (2
nd

 Sem) .5 ENGL 1302 Comp. & Rhet. II 3 
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Criminal Justice Pathway 

11 Sociology .5 SOCI 1301 Introduction to Sociology  3 

11 Psychology .5 PHYC 2301 General Psychology 3 

11 US History (1
st
 Sem) .5 HIST 1301 US History to 1877 3 

11 US History (2
nd

 Sem) .5 HIST 1302 
US History 1877 to 

Present 
3 

12 English IV (1
st
 Sem) .5 ENGL 1301 Comp. & Rhet. I 3 

12 English IV (2
nd

 Sem) .5 ENGL 1302 Comp. & Rhet. II 3 

12 US Government .5 GOVT 2305 US Government 3 

12 Economics .5 ECON 2301  Principles of Economics 3 

Dual Credit Electives 

11-12 Spanish III .5 SPAN 1411 Elementary Spanish 3 

11-12 Spanish III .5 SPAN 1412 Elementary Spanish 3 

HIGHEST RANKING STUDENT/TOP TEN 

PERCENT 

To be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian honors, a student must have been 

continuously enrolled in the Quinlan Ford High School for the two years preceding 

graduation and must have completed the Recommended Program or the Distinguished 

Achievement Program for graduation. To qualify for valedictorian or salutatorian honors, 

a student shall not have engaged in any serious misconduct violation of the Student Code 

of Conduct, including removal to an AEP, or expulsion.  

 

For two school years following his or her graduation, a district student who graduates in 

the top ten percent of his or her class is eligible for automatic admission into four-year 

public universities and colleges in Texas if the student: Completes the Recommended or 

Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program; or Satisfies the ACT College Readiness 

Benchmarks or earns at least a 1500 out of 2400 on the SAT. 

 

The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students automatically 

admitted to 75 percent of the universityôs enrollment capacity for incoming freshmen.  

Students and parents should contact the counselor or the campus principal for further 

information about automatic admissions, the application process, and deadlines.  

[For further information, see policies at EIC.]  

SELECTION CRITERIA FOR PRE-AP/AP/DUAL 

CREDIT COURSES 

A selection Committee will determine student eligibility for placement in advanced courses 

using the following guidelines.  A student must meet at least one of the following criteria to 

be selected for any advanced program.  
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 Subject grade average of 90 based on the previous four semesters of class work in that 

subject area (English, History, Middle School Science). Entering sixth grade students 

need an average of 95 based on previous four semesters.  

 

 Subject grade average of 85 based on the previous four semesters of class work in that 

subject area (Math, High School Science). Entering sixth grade students need an average 

of 90 based on previous four semesters.  

 

 For advanced placement in High School Science courses, and advance Economics, a 

Math grade average of 85 (80 for advanced math) on the previous four semesters of class 

work.  

 

 Achievement test score must be in the 85th percentile or better on the most recent 

standardized achievement test or other district-identified testing measure.  

 

 To continue Advance Placement courses, students must maintain a yearly        

average of 80.  

 

 Dual credit students must also meet the requirement of the college or university from 

which the course is offered. 

 

Appeals may be filed with the campus principal no later than the second week of school. 

Principal decisions are final.  A student may exit an advanced course during the first six 

weeks or at the end of the first semester. 

STATE SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS 

Students who have a financial need according to federal criteria and who complete the 

Recommended High School Program or Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program may 

be eligible under the T.E.X.A.S. Grant Program for tuition and fees to Texas public 

universities, community colleges, and technical schools, as well as to private institutions. 

[For further information, see the principal or counselor and policy EJ(LEGAL).]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ACADEMIC PLANNING GUIDE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND MAY 

BE AMENDED IN THE FUTURE.  ALL CLASS OFFERINGS ARE 

CONTINGENT ON MINIMUM ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS , 

SCHEDULING FEESABILITY  AND BUDGET. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 

ENGLISH I                                           
Grade Placement: 9 

Prerequisite: None  

Credit: 1 

 

 

PRE-AP ENGLISH I  
Grade Placement: 8 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria  

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH II    
Grade Placement: 10  

Prerequisite: English I 

Credit: 1 

 

 

PRE-AP ENGLISH II  
Grade Placement: 9-10 

Prerequisite: English I, 

See Selection Criteria  

Credit:  l 

 

ENGLISH III   
Grade Placement: 11 

Prerequisite: English II 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH I is the study of world literature by genre and 

theme based on the Texas Essential Knowledge and 

Skills objectives.  Emphasis is placed on reading, 

writing, speaking and listening skills.  Students read 

novel-length works and practice the research process. 

 

PRE-AP ENGLISH I students cover the same TEKS as 

those enrolled in English I. The curriculum incorporates 

some additional materials, but primarily employs higher 

level thinking skills and problem solving strategies to the 

English I curriculum. Students develop strategies to 

prepare them for Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 

Projects form an integral part of the course. Summer 

reading maybe required. 

 

ENGLISH II is the study of world literature by genre 

and theme based on the Texas Essential Knowledge and 

Skills objectives. Emphasis is on reading, writing, 

speaking and listening skills. Students read novel-length 

works and complete a research paper. 

 

PRE-AP ENGLISH II is the study of world literature 

by genre and theme. Extensive writing, reading and 

independent research projects prepare students for the 

skills necessary for success in the Advanced Placement 

English courses. Summer reading maybe required. 

 

ENGLISH III is the study of American literature by 

genre and by theme based on the Texas Essential 

Knowledge and Skills objectives. Reading, writing, 

speaking and listening skills are emphasized.  Students 

read novel-length works and complete a research paper. 

Students will review and practice skills tested on the 

SAT and ACT. 
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AP ENGLISH III  
Grade Placement: 10-11 

Prerequisite:  English II, 

See Selection Criteria  

Credit: l 

 

 

 

ENGLISH IV    
Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: English III 

Credit: 1 

 

Dual Credit 

 

COMPOSITION & 

RHETORIC  

ENGL 1301 

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria  

Credit: .5  

English IV 1
st
 Sem. 

 

COMP., RHETORIC 

& READING  

ENGL 1302 

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria  

Credit: .5  

English IV 2
nd

 Sem. 

 

 

 

 

 

AP ENGLISH III is designed to prepare students for the 

College Board's Advanced Placement test in Language 

and Composition. This rigorous course of study includes 

extensive reading in American literature and analytical 

compositions. Summer reading maybe required. Students 

enrolled in this course may be required to take the 

Advanced Placement test.  

 

ENGLISH IV is the study of British literature by genre 

and objectives.  Reading, writing, speaking and listening 

skills are emphasized.  Students read novel-length works 

and complete a research paper. Students will review and 

practice skills tested on the SAT and ACT. 

 

 

 

COMPOSITION & RHETORIC ( ENGL 1301) is a 

study of grammar and composition through analysis of 

sentence structure, paragraph organization, and theme 

development.  Analysis of written discourse with 

emphasis on the writing of class themes. Individual 

conferences and required library work.  

 

 

 

COMP., RHETORIC & READING ( ENGL 1302) is a 

continuation of ENGL 1301. Emphasis on critical 

reading, competent writing, vocabulary building, and use 

of library. Assigned literary study, library readings, 

research essay, and themes. 
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SPEECH & JOURNALISM 

PROFESSIONAL 

COMMUNICATIONS  
Grade Placement: 9 

Prerequisite: None   

Credit: .5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED 

JOURNALISM: 

YEARBOOK 

PRODUCTION I -III  
Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher 

Recommendation  

Credit: 1 

 

PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATIONS  blends 

written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-

based environment. Careers in the global economy 

require individuals to be creative and have a strong 

background in computer and technology applications, a 

strong and solid academic foundation, and a proficiency 

in professional oral and written communication. Within 

this context, students will be expected to develop and 

expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply 

software applications, manipulate computer graphics, 

and conduct internet research. 

 

ADVANCED JOURNALISM: YEARBOOK 

PRODUCTION I -III provides practical experience in 

public relations, ad sales, layout design, photography, 

writing copy and basic journalism techniques required in 

yearbook production. Students use the computer to 

produce the yearbook. Eligible students may participate 

in a variety of Journalism U.I.L. competition. 
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MATHEMATICS 

ALGEBRA I    
Grade Placement: 9  

Prerequisite: None  

Credit: 1   

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEOMETRY    

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Algebra I 

preferred  

Credit:  1 

 

 

 

 

PRE-AP GEOMETRY  
Grade Placement: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Algebra I, 

See Selection Criteria 

Credit: 1 

 

 

MATHEMATICAL 

MODELS WITH 

APPLICATIONS   

Grade Placement: 11 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1  

Credit: 1 

 

ALGEBRA II    
Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra I, 

Geometry 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

ALGEBRA I includes work with functional 

relationships and problem solving in real situations, 

including, but not limited to, such skills as table building, 

coordinate graphing, algebraic analysis, equation-

writing, equation solving, operations with polynomials, 

factoring and computation. Students have opportunities 

to develop logical reasoning by making and justifying 

generalizations based on experience with fundamental 

algebraic concepts. 

 

GEOMETRY connects students to the world outside of 

school through a variety of applications and settings. 

Students have opportunities to develop deductive, 

inductive, creative and critical thinking skills within a 

framework, which includes plane and solid geometry and 

studies of other types of geometry. Students also become 

familiar with the historical development and usefulness 

of formal mathematical structure.  

 

PRE-AP GEOMETRY students cover the same TEKS 

as students enrolled in a Geometry course. The 

curriculum provides a more in-depth study of geometry 

concepts through higher thinking processes. Students 

develop strategies to prepare them for future Advanced 

Placement (AP) courses. 

 

MATHEMATICAL MODELS WITH 

APPLICATIONS students use algebraic and geometric 

reasoning. Mathematical methods are used to model and 

solve applied problems involving personal finance, data, 

chance, patterns, music, design and science.  

 

 

ALGEBRA II is an advanced math course that 

continues to build upon Algebra I with extensive work in 

linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational, exponential and 

logarithmic functions. Problem solving in real situations 

is a focus. This course prepares students for advanced 

math and for college algebra. 
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PRE-AP ALGEBRA II  
Grade Placement: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Algebra I, 

Geometry, See Selection 

Criteria  

Credit: 1 

 

PRE-CALCULUS   
Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II, 

See Selection Criteria 

Credit: 1 

 

 

AP CALCULUS AB   
Grade Placement:12 

Prerequisite: Pre-

Calculus, See Selection 

Criteria 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

STATISTICS & RISK 

MANAGEMENT  

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisites: none 

Credit: 1 (4
th
 year math 

credit) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-AP ALGEBRA II students cover the same TEKS 

as students enrolled in an Algebra II course. The 

curriculum provides a more in-depth study of algebra 

concepts through higher thinking processes. Students 

develop strategies to prepare them for future Advanced 

Placement (AP) courses. 

 

PRE-CALCULUS is a detailed study of linear, 

quadratic, polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, 

and trigonometric functions. Also studied are conic 

sections, vectors, parametric equations and sequences 

and series. This course will prepare students for college-

level courses.  

 

AP CALCULUS AB is a rigorous College Board-

defined course.  The course includes a study of limits, 

differentiation, integration and applications. Students are 

expected to have a firm understanding of all functions 

and their graphs from prior courses, as well as a firm 

understanding of algebraic, geometric, and trigonometric 

skills.  Students may be required to take the Advanced 

Placement test.  

 

STATISTICS AND RISK MANAGEMENT uses a 

variety of graphical and numerical techniques to analyze 

patterns and departures from patterns to identify and 

manage risk that could impact an organization. Students 

will use probability as a tool for anticipating and 

forecasting data within business models to make 

decisions. Students will determine the appropriateness of 

methods used to collect data to ensure conclusions are 

valid. 
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Dual Credit 

 

COLLEGE 

ALGEBRA  

MATH 1314 

Grade Placement:  11-12 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria 

Credit:  .5 Indep. Study 

In Mathematics 1
st
 Sem 

 

TRIGONOMETRY  

MATH 1316 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria 

Credit: .5 Indep. Study 

In Mathematics 2
nd

 Sem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGE ALGEBRA ( MATH 1314) Topics covered 

normally include quadratics; polynomial, rational, 

logarithmic, and exponential functions; systems of 

equations, progressions, sequences and series, and 

matrices and determinants. 

 

 

 

 

TRIGONOMETRY (MATH 1316)  Topics covered 

normally include degree and radian measure, the use of 

scientific calculator, the trigonometric functions, solution 

of right triangles and oblique triangles, vectors, graphs of 

trigonometric and inverse trigonometric functions, 

identities, solutions of trigonometric equations, and 

complex numbers. 
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SCIENCE 

BIOLOGY  I    
Grade Placement: 9 

Prerequisite: None  

Credit:  1 

 

 

 

 

PRE-AP BIOLOGY I  
Grade Placement: 9 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria  

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTEGRATED 

PHYSICS AND 

CHEMISTRY (IPC)  
Grade Placement: 10 

Prerequisite: None  

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOLOGY I is the study of living things. It provides the 

student with opportunities for acquiring basic skills, 

techniques and knowledge necessary to help understand 

today's biological issues. Areas of emphasis include 

microbiology, ecology, cell structure, molecular biology, 

genetics and a general survey of organisms from bacteria 

to plants and animals. 

 

PRE-AP BIOLOGY I covers the same topics as 

Biology I but with more depth to prepare students for AP 

Biology or a college level Biology course. Higher level 

thinking skills and problem solving strategies will be 

used not only with course topics but with tests, labs, 

projects, and other assignments. Students will use 

scientific methods to design experiments, analyze data, 

and draw conclusions while conducting lab 

investigations. These skills will prepare students for the 

rigorous labs in an AP/college science course. 

 

IPC integrates the disciplines of physics and chemistry 

in the following topics: motion, waves, energy 

transformations, properties of matter, changes in matter, 

and solution chemistry. Students use mathematical 

formulas to calculate work, momentum, acceleration, 

density, and speed. Students use the Periodic Table as a 

tool to predict patterns in chemical bonding and balance 

simple chemical equations. They become familiar with 

factors that affect the rate of solution. Students 

understand the movement of heat energy through 

materials, and know the concept of specific heat. They 

understand the characteristics of waves and identify the 

relationships between wavelength, frequency, and 

amplitude. 
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CHEMISTRY   
Grade Placement: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Biology   

Credit:  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-AP 

CHEMISTRY I   
Grade Placement: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Biology, 

See Selection Criteria 

Credit: 1 

 

 

PHYSICS   
Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Chemistry 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPLES OF 

TECHNOLOGY  

Grade Placement: 11 

Prerequisite: One 

Science course & 

Algebra I 

Credit: 1 

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE 
Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: Biology & 

Chemistry   

Credit: 1 (4
th
 year 

science credit) 

 

 

 

 

CHEMISTRY  students will investigate how chemistry 

is an integral part of our daily lives. By studying a 

variety of topics that include: characteristics of matter; 

energy transformations during physical and chemical 

changes; atomic structure; the periodic table of elements; 

behavior of gases; bonding; nuclear fusion and nuclear 

fission; oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical 

equations; solutes; properties of solutions; acids and 

bases; and chemical reactions. 

                       

PRE-AP CHEMISTRY I students conduct laboratory 

and fieldwork investigations using scientific methods to 

make informed decisions.  Mathematical applications are 

stressed. Students study various topics: structure of 

matter, energy changes, reaction types, atomic structure, 

acids, bases and salts, chemical and physical changes, 

gas laws, solutions, bonding, kinetics and equilibrium.  

 

PHYSICS provides students with conceptual 

frameworks, factual knowledge, and analytical and 

scientific skills. Students study a variety of topics that 

include laws of motion; changes within physical systems 

and conservation of energy and momentum; forces; 

thermodynamics; characteristics and behavior of waves; 

and quantum physics. 

 

PRINCIPLES OF TECHNOLOGY allows students to 

learn applied physics concepts and use a systems 

approach to investigate mechanical, fluid, electrical, and 

thermal systems. Students understand concepts of force, 

motion, and work. This course may be substituted for 

Physics on the Recommended High School Plan (RHSP). 

 

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE is a course that uses a structured 

and scientific approach to the investigation of crimes of 

assault, abuse and neglect, domestic violence, accidental 

death, homicide, and the psychology of criminal 

behavior. Students will learn terminology and 

investigative procedures related to crime scene, 

questioning, interviewing, criminal behavior 

characteristics, truth detection, and scientific procedures 

used to solve crimes. Students will learn the history, 

legal aspects, and career options for forensic science.  
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Dual Credit 

 

HUMAN A&P  

BIOL 2401  
Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology, 

Chemistry, See 

Selection Criteria   

  

Credit: 1 

 

HUMAN A&P  

BIOL 2402  
Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology, 

Chemistry, See 

Selection Criteria     

  

Credit: 1 

 

NUTRITION  

BIOL 1322  
Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: Biology, 

See Selection Criteria    

Credit: 1 

 

PHARMACOLOGY 

FOR HEALTH 

PROFESSIONS 

HPRS 2300  
Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: Biology, 

See Selection Criteria   

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY       

(BIOL 2401) is a study of the structure and function of 

the organ systems of the human body.  Particular 

emphasis will be placed on physiology.  Lab required. 

 

 

 

 

HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY        

(BIOL 2402) is a continuation of BIOL 2401.  Lab 

required. 

 

 

 

 

 

NUTRITION (BIOL 1322) (Coming 2011-12) is a 

study of the basic principles of human nutrition. The 

major food groups, minerals and vitamins will be 

studied. 

 

 

 

PHARMACOLOGY      FOR       HEALTH  

PROFESSIONS (HPRS 2300) (Coming 2011-12) is a 

study of drug classifications, actions, therapeutic uses, 

adverse effects, methods of administration, and 

calculation of dosages. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

WORLD 

GEOGRAPHY   
Grade Placement: 9 

Prerequisite: none  

Credit: 1 

 

 

PRE-AP WORLD 

GEOGRAPHY   
Grade Placement: 9 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria    

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

WORLD HISTORY   
Grade Placement: 10 

Prerequisite: none  

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AP WORLD 

HISTORY    

Grade Placement: 10 

Prerequisite:  See 

Selection Criteria   

Credit:  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD GEOGRAPHY  students examine the world 

through the study of location, place, human-environment 

interaction, region and movement. Students develop an 

understanding of location, allocation of resources, global 

competition, and cultural awareness. 

 

 

PRE-AP WORLD GEOGRAPHY is designed to 

provide enrichment beyond mastery of the state essential 

knowledge and skills for World Geography as well as to 

equip students with critical thinking skills, analytical 

skills, and problem-solving strategies necessary for 

success in Advanced Placement courses. Strong reading 

and writing skills are necessary. Summer reading maybe 

required. 

 

WORLD HISTORY includes a survey of the history 

and development of various cultures and civilizations. 

The student will understand traditional history points of 

reference in world history and how the present relates to 

the past through the study of people and their reaction to 

the social, economic, religious, political, and 

geographical aspects of their world.  Students are 

encouraged to compare and contrast various civilizations 

and periods in view of these major themes. 

 

AP WORLD HISTORY presents an approach that 

allows students to ñdo historyò by guiding them through 

the steps a historian would take in analyzing historical 

events through independent study and the ability to read 

and write critically. Students will develop a greater 

understanding of the evolution of global processes and 

contacts in interaction with different types of human 

societies. The course offers balanced global coverage of 

Asia, Africa, the Americas and Europe. Summer reading 

maybe required. Students enrolled in this course may be 

required to take the Advanced Placement test. 
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UNITED STATES 

HISTORY  

Grade Placement: 11 

Prerequisite:  none  

Credit:  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT  

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite:  none  

Credit: .5 

 

ECONOMICS - FREE 

ENTERPRISE 

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite:  none  

Credit: .5 

 

Dual Credit 

 

UNITED STATES 

HISTORY TO 1877 

(HIST 1301) 

Grade Placement:  11 

Prerequisite:  See 

Selection Criteria    

Credit: .5 US History  

1
st
 Sem. 

 

UNITED STATES 

HISTORY, 1877 TO 

PRESENT 

(HIST 1302) 

Grade Placement:  11 

Prerequisite:  See 

Selection Criteria    

Credit: .5 US History  

2
nd

 Sem. 

UNITED STATES HI STORY presents the historical 

development of the United States to help students 

comprehend its social, cultural, and political institutions. 

Students gain an understanding of traditional historical 

points of reference in U.S. history from 1877 to present 

as well as an understanding of the historical causes of 

problems that exist in contemporary society. Key events 

include foreign affairs from the Spanish-American War 

to the present and domestic issues from the turn of the 

century through contemporary times.               

 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT focuses on the 

principles and beliefs upon which the United States was 

founded and on the structure, functions and powers of 

governments at the national, state and local level. 

 

 

ECONOMICS - FREE ENTERPRISE focuses on 

basic economic concepts, tools of analysis and the 

language of the discipline.  Macroeconomic and 

microeconomic theories are introduced. 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY TO 1877 (HIST 1301) 
is a survey of the political, social, economic, military, 

cultural, and intellectual history of the United States 

from the discovery of America through Reconstruction.  

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY, 1877 TO PRESENT 

(HIST 1302) is a survey of the political, social, 

economic, military, cultural, and intellectual history of 

the United States from Reconstruction to the present.  
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UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT  

(GOVT 2305) 

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria    

Credit: .5 US Gov. 

 

 

 

PRINCIPLES OF 

ECONOMICS 

(ECON 2301) 

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria    

Credit: .5 Economics 

 

GENERAL 

PSYCHOLOGY 

(PHYC 2301)   

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria    

Credit: .5 Psychology 

 

INTRODUCTION TO 

SOCIOLOGY  

(SOCI 1301)  
Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: See 

Selection Criteria   

Credit: .5 Sociology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT (GOVT 2305)  is 

a study of the United States federal and constitutional 

systems; executive, judicial, and legislative powers and 

institutions; the United States Constitution, foreign and 

military policies, economic and financial development, 

formation and organization; political parties and 

ideologies; federal and interstate relations; close study of 

various current problems. Core Curriculum satisfied for 

Political Science/Government. 

 

PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMICS (ECON 2301) is an 

introduction to the U.S. economyôs organization and 

operation. Emphasis is placed on national income 

determination, monetary and fiscal policies, money and 

banking, business  cycles, and economic growth. 

 

 

 

GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY  (PHYC 2301) covers the 

fundamental principles of behavior. Motivation, the 

emotions, the senses and perception, learning and 

remembering, and personality. Group behavior in terms 

of social relationships. Intelligence and individual 

differences.  

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY (SOCI 1301)  is 

a study of social interaction, social groups, culture, social 

personalities, social institutions, and human ecology. 
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FINE ARTS 

CHOIR I -IV    

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: none  

Credit: 1 

 

TREBLEAIRES  I -IV  

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions  

Credit: 1 

 

ACAPELLA I -IV   
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions  

Credit: 1   

 

VOCAL ENSEMBLE 

I -IV   

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions  

Credit: 1 

 

 

FALL MARCHING 

BAND I -IV    
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions  

Credit: .5  

 

 

 

SPRING BAND I-IV   
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions  

Credit: .5  

 

 

 

CHOIR I -IV is designed to offer basic sight-reading and 

choral skills. Choral literature in many styles and from 

all time periods are prepared and performed.  

Performance is required for credit. 

 

TREBLEAIRES  I -IV is an all-female choir designed to 

give basic knowledge of reading music, vocal 

performance skills, and general music appreciation.  

Performance is required for credit.  

 

 

ACAPPELLA I -IV  is a mixed choir for advanced 

students with previous choir experience.  It is designed to 

expand choir skills.  Students will study choral literature 

including a variety of styles in voice performance.  

Performance is required. 

 

VOCAL ENSEMBLE I -IV consists of a select 

performance group of advanced singers proficient in 

voice performance and sight reading skills. Choral 

literature includes a variety of styles and time periods. 

Excellent ear training and good intonation is required. 

Performance is required for credit.  

 

 

FALL MARCHING BAND I -IV is a performing 

organization that utilizes a combination of precision 

marching and musical interpretation. This organization 

performs at athletic events, U.I.L. competitions and 

selected contests. Performance is mandated for credit. 

All students are members of the marching band in the 

fall semester and audition for band placement in the 

spring. Fall marching band qualified for P.E. waiver. 

 

SPRING BAND I-IV focuses on the development of 

proper instrumental techniques and skills necessary for 

the sound foundations of musical training. Concert 

performances as well as instrumental foundations are 

stressed. Students selected by audition and Director to 

conform to the highest standards of balance, precision 

and instrumentation. 
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JAZZ ENSEMBLE    

I -IV   
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions 

Credit: .5  

 

APPLIED MUSIC I -II 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions 

Credit: .5  

 

ART I   
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: $20 art fee 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

ART II -IV    
Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Art I, $20 

art fee              

Credit: 1 

 

THEATRE ARTS I -IV  
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: none  

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

THEATRE 

PRODUCTION I -IV  
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE I -IV is for students selected by 

audition who have concurrent enrollment in the 

Marching Band. They study and perform standard and 

contemporary styles and literature for the Jazz Band. 

Music theory and improvisational skills are stressed. 

 

 

APPLIED MUSIC I -II  allows students to advance their 

development of proficiency in instrumental or vocal 

performance. The course addresses the specific needs of 

each student and provides individualized instruction 

through challenging literature for study and performance.  

 

ART I  is designed for students who wish to develop 

their artistic skills and continue in advanced art.  The 

course presents a concentration on the basic elements of 

art and principles of design.  A comprehensive 

foundation in drawing and painting in different media, 

sculpture, vocabulary, and art history is provided. 

 

ART II -IV will build on previous art concepts and skills.  

The course will strengthen the use of the elements of art 

and principles of design.  Two and three dimensional 

projects will be developed utilizing individual styles. 

 

 

THEATRE ARTS I -IV incorporates an introduction to 

theatre, the role of an actor in interpreting dramatic 

literature, performance theory and techniques and an 

overview of the technical elements of theatrical 

production. Requirements include attendance at one live 

theatrical performance selected from professional, 

community and educational theatre each semester and 

public performance during the second semester. 
                       

THEATRE PRODUCTION I -IV is an advanced fine 

arts course exploring the principles of production 

through practical experiences in acting, creative 

movement, improvisation, directing and technical 

theatre. The course is specifically designed for U.I.L. 

One-Act Play competition and requires outside rehearsal 

and performance time.  Requirements include after 

school and evening rehearsals and performances and 

attendance at one outside production per semester. 
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DANCE I -IV    
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: none  

Credit: .5 

DANCE I -IV  is to extend the basic knowledge of 

various dance procedures and skills to the students.  

Students learn dance terminology, techniques, and 

performing skills. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Students may substitute certain physical activities for the required units of Physical 

Education. Such a substitute shall be based on the physical activity involved in: 

 

1. Drill Team, Marching Band and Cheerleading during the fall semester (Limited to 

only one credit) 

2. Athletics 

 

State credits shall be awarded for physical education for appropriate private or 

commercially sponsored physical activity programs conducted either on or off campus 

upon approval by district administration. 

 

AEROBICS 
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: none  

Credit: .5 

 

 

TEAM SPORTS 
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: none  

Credit: .5 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

BLUE BELLES I -IV  

(DRILL TEAM)  

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Auditions 

Credit:  1 

 

 

AEROBICS provides students an opportunity to achieve 

a desired fitness level. Students are exposed to a variety 

of activities that promote health-related fitness and 

design their own programs.  Teacher specified workout 

attire required.  

 

TEAM SPORTS is divided into units with instruction 

and co-ed competition in sports activities such as flag 

football, basketball, soccer, softball, volleyball and 

others.  Classroom instruction regarding rules and 

officiating skills are included. Students acquire the 

knowledge and skills for movement that provide the 

foundation for enjoyment, continued social development 

through physical activity and access to a physically 

active lifestyle. Teacher specified workout attire 

required. 

 

BLUE BELLES  I -IV  (DRILL TEAM)  Members of the 

drill team learn precision dance techniques, terminology, 

and performing skills.  The drill team will perform at 

various activities during the school year. 
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CHEERLEADING  

 I -IV  
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Director 

Approval/Tryouts 

Credit: .5  

 

ATHLET ICS I -IV  
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Athletic 

Director Approval  

Credit: .5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHEERLEADING I -IV Members of the cheerleading 

squad will perform at various sporting events and 

competitions throughout the year.  Cheerleaders are 

required to attend before and/or after school practices 

and may be required to attend practice sessions prior to 

the beginning of school in the fall. 

 

ATLETICS  I -IV  Students participating in athletics in 

the Quinlan Independent School District must obtain a 

physical and complete appropriate paper work prior to 

participation in practice and games. Athletes are required 

to attend before or after school practices and may be 

required to attend practice sessions prior to the beginning 

of school in the fall. Saturday practice sessions may also 

be required. Many athletic programs require prior 

approval by the coach. Any questions concerning 

participation should be addressed to that coach or the 

athletic director. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

SPANISH I    
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite:  None  

Credit:  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPANISH II    
Grade Placement:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Spanish I 

Credit:  1 

 

 

 

ELEMENTARY 

SPANISH (SPAN 1411 

&  1412) 
Grade Placement:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Spanish II, 

See Selection Criteria   

Credit:  1 Spanish III 

SPANISH I is an introduction to the Spanish-speaking 

world, its language and its people. Emphasis is on the 

early acquisition of the spoken language while 

developing listening, reading, speaking and writing 

skills. Grammar skills are introduced through both oral 

and written expression view artistic masterpieces and 

explore Hispanic culture. 

 

 

 

SPANISH II is a reinforcement and expansion of the 

four skills:  listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Writing with appropriate grammatical structure is 

emphasized to increase the range of studentsô knowledge 

of the language. Vocabulary is expanded through 

reading, writing exercises and conversational practice. 

 

ELEMENTARY SPANISH (SPAN 1411 & 1412) is an 

introduction to the Spanish language and culture. 

Pronunciation, fundamentals of grammar and listening 

comprehension are acquired through a communicative 

approach and the reading of simple texts. 
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TECH APPLICATIONS 

COMPUTER 

SCIENCE  

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite:  BIM I   

Credit: 1 

 

 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING   

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite: BIM I   

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIGITAL GRAPHICS 

AND ANIMATION  

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite: BIM I   

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

WEB MASTERING   
Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite:  BIM I   

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE (Coming 2011-12) engages 

students in a variety of technology applications through 

the study of technology-related terms, concepts and data-

input strategies.  Problem-solving, programming, policy, 

etiquette and information acquisition are key 

components. 

 

DESKTOP PUBLISHING  (Coming 2011-12)  
introduces the newest and most commonly used desktop 

publishing features to create and enhance letters, 

letterheads, logos, memos, reports, forms, resumes, 

invitations, announcements, flyers, news releases, 

advertisements, agendas, conference programs, 

brochures, menus, newsletters, and presentation 

graphics.  Documents formatted for internet publication 

will be utilized.  Hands-on, step-by-step exercises build 

and enhance concepts so that desktop publishing skills 

are learned and reinforced. 

 

DIGITAL GRAP HICS AND ANIMATION (Coming 

2011-12) incorporates design, typography, and imaging 

techniques.  The course includes topics such as digital 

composition, color, imaging, editing, and animation.  

The student will use the computerôs set of tools, common 

to bitmapped and object-oriented software programs, to 

produce and edit digital designs as well as to incorporate 

design principles when capturing digital images with the 

scanner and a camera.  

 

WEB MASTERING  (Coming 2011-12)  introduces 

HyperText Markup Language (HTML) for use in 

designing web pages.  Using HTML the students will be 

able to design web pages by integrating graphics, 

animation, and to set up frames within the World Wide 

Web.  Students will learn different techniques that will 

allow them to browse the web with greater efficiency 

and accuracy.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

The mission of Quinlan ISDôs Career and Technical Education department is to prepare 

students for 21
st
 century job market. The programs of study allow students to achieve 

excellence by preparing them for secondary and postsecondary opportunities, career 

preparation and advancement, and meaningful work experiences. 

 

It is our belief that when we give students the opportunities to integrate academics and 

technical education, in a rigorous, relevant program of study that has meaning for them; 

we give them tools for a lifetime of success. 

 

A goal of the QISD Career and Technical Education department is to graduate students 

with the necessary tools to secure high demand, high wage, and high skilled occupations. 

Students will receive skill development which meets industry standards and leads to an 

opportunity for industry certifications in programs of study where certifications are 

available. 

9
th
 GRADE INTRODUCTORY CAREER TECH COURSES 

All incoming 9
th
 grade students will take the following career tech courses as a 

foundation and beginning sequence for all the career tech clusters offered. 

 

 Business Information Management I, 1 credit 

 Professional Communications, .5 credit 

 Family and Community Services, .5 credit 

TECH PREP ARTICULATED CLASSES 

Tech Prep (Technical Preparation) enables students to earn college credit for Career and 

Technical Education courses completed during high school. Tech Prep in secondary 

schools is a college-preparatory program for technical careers that prepare high school 

participants for success. Tech Prep provides: 

 

 A head start in a two-year associate of applied science degree or 

apprenticeship program; 

 A solid basis for baccalaureate study; 

 The ability to apply technical skills for immediate entry-level employment 

after high school while also attending college. 

 

QISD currently has articulation agreements with Paris Junior College, Northeast Texas 

Community College, & Texarkana College. To receive college credit, students must 

follow the college Tech Prep guidelines.  See high school counselor for a current list of 

articulated courses and colleges. 
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Advanced Technical Credit (ATC) 

ATC courses give high school students an opportunity to earn credit towards technical 

degrees and certiýcates at participating Texas community colleges. Students must still 

meet all the criteria from standard Tech Prep agreements. (ATC) courses may fulfill a 

DAP advanced measure upon completion with a final average of 80 or higher.  Please 

check with your counselor or QISD Career & Technical Education for a complete list of 

ATC courses. 

Dual Credit Technical Courses  

The Dual Credit Technical program is a cooperative between QISD and Paris Community 

College designed to give students an opportunity to earn credits toward an Associates of 

Applied Science Degree or certiýcate in a chosen technical field. Participating students 

may earn college and high school credit in selected Career and Technical classes 

concurrently and receive a grade report from both QISD and PJC.  

 

It is important to understand that these credits may not transfer into traditional, academic 

four-year degree programs.  Students must meet all requirements for dual credit 

enrollment at PJC.  Students may be asked to declare a technical major on the 

application; however, students may change to another technical degree field or to a 

traditional area during the course of their college years.  

Certification and Licensure 

Earning an industry certification has many benefits including a sense of accomplishment, 

a highly valued professional credential and helps students achieve higher entry-level 

salaries. Valid reliable industry certifications are also evidence of technical skill 

attainment and are an important component of a CTE program of study. All CTE 

Programs in QISD lead to an industry certification or post-secondary degree. 

Certifications may require an additional fee for processing and testing.  Additional 

certifications will be added as opportunities for our students arise.  See high school 

counselor for a current list of certifications offered. 
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 

 

 

 

The production, processing, marketing, distribution, ýnancing and 

development of agricultural commodities and resources including food, 

ýber, wood products, natural resources, horticulture and other plant and 

animal products/resources.  

 

Designing, planning, managing, building and maintaining the built 

environment.  

 

 

Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing and publishing 

multimedia content including visual and performing arts and design, 

journalism and entertainment services.  

 

 

Business Management and Administration careers encompass planning, 

organizing, directing and evaluating business functions essential to efficient 

and productive business operations. Business Management and 

Administration career opportunities are available in every sector of the 

economy. 

 

Planning, services for financial and investment planning, banking, insurance 

and business financial management. 

 

Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, diagnostic services, 

health informatics, support services and biotechnology research and 

development.  

 

Hospitality & Tourism encompasses the management, marketing and 

operations of restaurants and other foodservices, lodging, attractions, 

recreation events and travel related services.  

 

Preparing individuals for employment in career pathways that relate to 

families and human needs.  

 

Planning, managing, and providing legal, public safety, protective services 

and homeland security including professional and technical support 

services. 

 

 

Planning, management, and movement of people, materials, and goods by 

road, pipeline, air, rail and water and related professional and technical 

support services such as transportation infrastructure planning and 

management, logistics services, mobile equipment and facility maintenance. 
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AGRICULTURE, FOOD & NATURAL 

RESOURCES (AG-MECH) 

 
Recommended Sequence 

AGRICULTURAL 

MECHANICS AND 

METAL 

TECHNOLOGIES  
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: if taking in 

9
th
 grade, student must 

have taken Principles of 

Agriculture, Food, and 

Natural Resources in 8
th
 

grade or equivalent 

Credit: 1 

 

AGRICULTURAL 

FACILITIES DESIGN 

& FABRICATION   
Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Ag. Mech. 

& Metal Tech. 

Credit: 2 

 

 

 

PRACTICUM IN 

AG.FOOD & 

NATURAL 

RESOURCES 

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: 2 Ag. 

Courses, Director 

Approval 

Credit: 2 

AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS AND METAL 

TECHNOLOGIES  is designed to develop an 

understanding of agricultural mechanics as it relates to 

safety and skills in tool operation, electrical wiring, 

plumbing, carpentry, fencing, concrete, and metal 

working techniques.  Students will academic skills and 

knowledge; acquire technical knowledge and skills 

related to power, structural, and technical agricultural 

systems and the industry; and develop knowledge and 

skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, 

industry certifications, and industry expectations. 

 

 

AGRICULTURAL FACILITIES DESIGN & 

FABRICATION  is designed to develop an 

understanding of mechanized agriculture and technical 

systems. Students attain knowledge and skills related to 

agricultural facilities design and fabrication. Students 

explore career opportunities, entry requirements, and 

industry expectations. To prepare for success, students 

reinforce, apply, and transfer their academic knowledge 

and technical skills in a variety of settings. 

 

PRACTICUM IN AGRICULTURE, FOOD & 

NATURAL RESOURCES-(COMING  2011-12) is a 

capstone experience for students participating in a 

coherent sequence of courses in Agricultural Mechanics. 

Practicum experiences are designed to give students 

supervised practical application appropriate to the level 

and nature of skills acquired in their chosen sequence.   

 

 

 

10th Grade

Agricultural Mechanics / 
Metal Technologies

11th Grade

Agricultural Facilities 
Design & Fabrication

12th Grade

Practicum Ag., Food & 
Natural Resources   
Coming  2011-12



 Quinlan Ford High School    
 

  Page 
38 

 
  

AGRICULTURE, FOOD & NATURAL 

RESOURCES (ANIMAL SCIENCE) 

 
Recommended Sequence 

LIVESTOCK 

PRODUCTION 

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Prerequisite: none 

Credit: .5 

 

 

EQUINE SCIENCE 

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Prerequisite: none 

Credit: .5 

 

 

VETERINARY 

MEDICAL 

APPLICATIONS  

Grade Placement: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Livestock 

Production/Equine 

Science 

Credit: 1 

 

ADVANCED 

ANIMAL SCIENCE  

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology, 

Chemistry  

Credit: 1 

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION  Students will be 

introduced to the common veterinary skills and 

procedures used on livestock, anatomy of livestock, 

genetics and reproduction, and diseases that can affect all 

livestock animals.  This course is recommended for those 

that have an interest in the Veterinary Science field. 

 

EQUINE SCIENCE Students will develop knowledge 

and skills pertaining to the selection, nutrition, 

reproduction, health, and management of horses. This 

course is recommended for those that have an interest in 

the Veterinary Science field. 

 

VETERINARY MEDICAL APPLICATIONS  

Students will develop and expand their knowledge and 

techniques in skills pertaining to Veterinary Technical 

Assistant area. This course is designed as a laboratory-

oriented course that allows students hands-on experience 

within the area of diagnostic testing, client records, 

employer/employee relationship, and techniques used in 

surgical practices. 

 

ADVANCED ANIMAL SCIENCE                
(COMING 2011-12) This course examines the 

interrelatedness of human, scientific, and technological 

dimensions of livestock production. Instruction is 

designed to allow for the application of scientific and 

technological aspects of animal science through field and 

laboratory experiences. 

 

10th Grade

Livestock Production & 
Equine Science

11 Grade  

Veterinary Medical 
Applications

12th Grade

Advanced Animal Science     
Coming  2011-12
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ARCHITECTURE & CONSTRUCTION 

 
Recommended Sequence 

AGRICULTURAL 

MECHANICS AND 

METAL 

TECHNOLOGIES  
Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisite: if taking in 

9
th
 grade, student must 

have taken Principles of 

Agriculture, Food, and 

Natural Resources in 8
th
 

grade or equivalent 

Credit: 1 

 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

TECHNOLOGIES  

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Ag. Mech. 

& Metal Tech. 

Credit: 2 

 

ADVANCED 

CONSTRUCTION 

TECHNOLOGIES  
Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  

Construction 

Technology 

Credit: 2 

 

 

AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS AND METAL 

TECHNOLOGIES is designed to develop an 

understanding of agricultural mechanics as it relates to 

safety and skills in tool operation, electrical wiring, 

plumbing, carpentry, fencing, concrete, and metal 

working techniques.  To be prepared for careers in 

agricultural power, structural, and technical systems, 

students need to attain academic skills and knowledge; 

acquire technical knowledge and skills related to power, 

structural, and technical agricultural systems and the 

industry; and develop knowledge and skills regarding 

career opportunities, entry requirements, industry 

certifications, and industry expectations. 

 

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGIES  students gain 

knowledge and skills specific to those needed to enter 

the work force as carpenters or building maintenance 

supervisors or prepare for a postsecondary degree in 

construction management, architecture, or engineering. 

Students acquire knowledge and skills in safety, tool 

usage, building materials, codes, and framing. 

 

ADVANCED CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGIES  

(COMING 2011-12), teaches students advanced 

knowledge and skills specific to those needed to enter 

the work force as carpenters, building maintenance 

technicians, or supervisors or prepare for a 

postsecondary degree in construction management, 

architecture, or engineering. Students build on the 

knowledge base from Construction Technology and are 

introduced to exterior and interior finish out skills. 

 

 

9th Grade

Agricultural 
Mechanics / Metal 

Technologies

10th Grade

Construction 
Technology

11th Grade 
Advanced 

Construction 
Technology 

Coming 2011-12

12th Grade 
Practicum in 
Construction 
Management 

Coming 2012-13
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ARTS, A/V TECHNOLOGY & 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Recommended Sequence 

AUDIO/VIDEO 

PRODUCTION 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisite: none 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

ANIMATION  

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: A/V 

Production 

Credit: 1 

 

 

ADVANCED A/V 

PRODUCTION  
Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: A/V 

Production 

Credit: 2 

 

 

 

 

AUDIO/VIDEO PRODUCTION develops technical 

knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, 

Audio/Video Technology, and Communications career 

cluster.  Students will be expected to develop an 

understanding of the industry with a focus on 

preproduction, production, and post-production audio 

and video activities. 

 

ANIMATION  (COMING 2011-12) develops technical 

knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, 

Audio/Video Technology, and Communications career 

cluster.  Students will be expected to develop an 

understanding of the history and techniques of the 

animation industry. 

 

ADV. A/V PRODUCTION (COMING 2011-12) 

develops advanced knowledge and skills needed for 

success in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and 

Communications career cluster.  Students will be 

expected to develop an advanced understanding of the 

industry with a focus on preproduction, production, and 

post-production activities. This course may be 

implemented in an advanced audio format or an 

advanced format, including both audio and video.  

 

 

8th Grade

Prin. of Arts, A/V 
Technology & 

Comm.

10th Grade

Audio/Video 
Production

11th Grade 

Animation 
Coming 2011-12

12th Grade 
Advanced 

Audio/Video 
Production 

Coming 2011-12
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ARTS, A/V TECHNOLOGY & 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Recommended Sequence 

COMMERCIAL 

PHOTOGRAPHY  

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisites: none 

Credit: 1 

 

 

ADVANCED 

COMMERCIAL 

PHOTOGRAPHY  

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisites: 

Commercial 

Photography 

Credit: 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY  students will 

develop an understanding of the commercial 

photography industry with a focus on creating quality 

photographs. 

 

 

 

ADVANCED COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY  

students will be expected to develop an advanced 

technical understanding of the commercial photography 

industry with a focus on producing, promoting, and 

presenting professional quality photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10-11th Grade

Commerical Photography

11-12th Grade 

Advanced Commercial Photography
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BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT & 

ADMINISTRATION 

 
Recommended Sequence 

FAMILY AND 

COMMUNITY 

SERVICE 

Grade Placement: 9 

Prerequisites: none 

Credit: .5 

 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL 

COMMUNICATIONS  

Grade Placement: 9 

Prerequisites: none 

Credit: .5 

 

 

BUSINESS 

INFORMATION 

MANAGEMENT I  

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Prerequisites: none 

Credit: 1 

 

BUSINESS 

INFORMATION 

MANAGEMENT II  

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisites: BIM I  

Credit: 1 

 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICE is designed 

to involve students in realistic and meaningful 

community-based activities through direct service 

experiences. Students are provided opportunities to 

interact and provide services to individuals, families, and 

the community through community or volunteer 

services. Emphasis is placed on developing and 

enhancing organizational and leadership skills and 

characteristics.  

 

PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATIONS  blends 

written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-

based environment. Students will be expected to develop 

and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, 

apply software applications, manipulate computer 

graphics, and conduct Internet research. 

 

BUSINESS INFORMATION MANAGEMENT I  

Students apply technical skills to address business 

applications of emerging technologies, create word-

processing documents, develop a spreadsheet, formulate 

a database, and make an electronic presentation using 

appropriate software. 
 

BUSINESS INFORMATION MANAGEMENT II  

Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to 

strengthen individual performance in the workplace and 

post secondary education. Students will apply complex 

technical skills through word-processing and 

spreadsheet, and developing electronic presentations 

using multimedia software. 

 

9th Grade

Business  Information Management I

Professional Communications

Family and Community Service

10th-12th Grade

Business Information Management II
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 FINANCE 

 
Recommended Sequence 

MONEY MATTERS  

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Prerequisites: none 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECURITIES AND 

INVESTMENTS  

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisites: Money 

Matters 

Credit: 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATISTICS &  RISK 

MANAGEMENT  

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisites: Alg. II  

Credit: 1 (4
th
 year math 

credit) 

 

 

 

 

MONEY MATTERS Students will investigate global 

economics with emphasis on the free enterprise system 

and its impact on consumers and businesses. Students 

apply critical-thinking skills to analyze financial options 

based on current and projected economic factors. 

Students will determine methods of achieving long-term 

financial goals through investment, tax planning, asset 

allocation, risk management, retirement planning, and 

estate planning. 

 

SECURITIES AND INVESTMENTS Students will 

describe and abide by laws and regulations in order to 

manage business operations and transactions in the 

securities industry; access, process, maintain, evaluate, 

and disseminate information to assist in making 

decisions common to the securities industry; and 

monitor, plan, and control day-to-day securities 

organization activities to ensure continued business 

functioning. Students will use career planning concepts, 

tools, and strategies to explore, obtain, and develop a 

career in the securities industry.  

 

STATISTICS AND RISK MANAGEMENT Students 

will use a variety of graphical and numerical techniques 

to analyze patterns and departures from patterns to 

identify and manage risk that could impact an 

organization. Students will use probability as a tool for 

anticipating and forecasting data within business models 

to make decisions. Students will determine the 

appropriateness of methods used to collect data to ensure 

conclusions are valid. 

 

 

10th Grade

Money Matters

11th Grade

Securities and 
Investments

12th Grade

Statistics and Risk 
Management


















